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Holden Sesquicentennial 1858-2008
Katherine Corkran
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Tom Rafiner Celebrates Our History, April 29, 2:00 p.m., Old Courthouse
 òMissouri Families and Order No. 11ó 

Jamestown Celebrates 400th Anniversary, 1607-2007

 One hundred and þ fty years 
of Holden history implies growth, 
movement, and change. It was the 
summer of 1857 when this land was 
bought for twelve and a half cents 
an acre from Isaac Jacobs. It was 
believed this would be a very favor-
able site for a town. 
 The town was platted on 
April 27, 1858. At the close of the 
Civil War, many families found 
themselves out of a job and some 
without homes. It was then the great 
immigration to the West. Holden 
had just thrown her gates open to all 
who were in need of a new start. 
 Major N. B. Holden was in-
strumental in bringing the railroad 
through the country since he was a 
member of the state legislature. He 
obtained the honor of having a town 
named for him. The iron horse, 
as people called the train in those 
days, would bring communication 
and transportation from the East. 

The round house would give many 
a place of employment.
 The community was taking 
shape. Churches were built with 
the steeples lifting up to God in an 
unspeakable language. Streams of 
loaded wagons brought produce in 
from the countryside. Holden was 
growing with lovely homes, neat 
yards, and gardens. 
 Many new shops and business-
es in town showed how the youth-
ful community was looking to the 
future. Schools were in session for 
the children. In 1881, college was 
made available in town. Education 
was a priority. 
 After the passing of 150 years, 
Holden will celebrate how those 
uncultivated prairies have been 
converted to a wonderful place to 
live and raise a family. Our history 
includes all who live in R-III school 
district and adjoining Kingsville. 

 Ten years after the Nor-
mal School was established in 
Warrensburg, Holden College 
opened its doors on September 12, 
1881 in a new three-story brick 
building made possible through the 
support of the citizens of Holden, 
Professor William White, and the 
Disciples of Christ denomination. 
The new building sat on two acres 
of high ground and was three sto-
ries tall. Built of brick and sand-
stone, it had 65 rooms. 
 The History of Johnson County 
(1882) attributes the success of this 
venture to the òsecret of good soci-
ety in Holdenó which, it explains, 
was due to the local people who 
òhave come with the energy and 
pushness [sic] of youth. They have 
left behind them their prejudices, 
and replaced them with bright 
smiles.ó The College brought new 
perspectives to the County. Presi-
dent White came from Toronto, 
Canada and the þ rst principal J. N. 
Prince from Jacksonville, Illinois. 
Among the assistants were Sadie 
Crisp of Santa Rosa, California; 
Miss G. Brandt of Portland, Maine; 
and Carrie Smith of Jacksonville, 
Illinois. The music department was 
headed by C. H. Waterhouse, from 

A College in Holden 
from 1881-1908

Susan Lee Pentlin
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